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Today we will Be'H begin Mesechte Shekalim which discusses the
laws of the Machtzis HaShekel, the ¥ Shekel contribution that
Yidden are commanded to bring annually to the Beis HaMikdash.

Our Mesechta will discuss how the Spwn rxnn was collected, what
it was used for, who was responsible for the Hekdesh funds, and in
general, how the daily operations of the Beis Hamikdash

functioned. ,
The Spwn mzmn funds:

How they were collected

What they were used for

Functioning of the wipnn ma

Our Mesechte does not appear in the Talmud Bavli but only in the
TalmudY erushalmi. So the wording of the Gemorrah is slightly
different from the Bavli. PRSI TN o'5pw Noon
Also there is no Rashi and Tosfos on this Mesechta. However
Mesechte Shkalim has long been included in the Daf HaY omi
calendar.

Different wording of the xm)
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We begin with the 1st Perek, 9781 7083, which discusses how the
collection of the Spwn msmn took place.

Our Mishna teaches that we begin announcing the Mitzva of
Machtzis HaShekel from Rosh Chodesh Adar

On the 15th of Adar we begin to make other preparations for the
upcoming Aliya LaRegel.

Some of the key topics and concepts that we will learn about

include:

Spwn wenn

Machtsis HaShekel, which is the focus of this entire Mesechte, was
. the % Shekel contribution that was brought annually by every Jew

to participate in and to help fund the Korbanos of the Beis HaMik-

dash.

mOWH NN

All the funds and coins that were donated for the Machtzis
HaShekel were collected in a special chamber in the Beis HaMik-
dash.

In this chamber, the coins were placed in 3 large vessels from
which they were appropriated for the Korbanos Tzibur for the
coming year. This process is called 7ow5n nmn.

So let’s review:
Our Mishna began with

5PN SY PYHWN IR TR

On the first of Adar we begin announcing the annual collection of
the Ypwn e for the Beis HaMikdash

D°RY7 5M

On this date as well, we begin announcing to people to take heed of

their fields and gardens to make sure that 2 different types of The collection of the Spwi nzmmn
species are not growing together in violation of the issur of ’RY

N
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The Mishnah also mentioned that
DR PP 12 WY 7O
P79 7m0

On the 15th of Adar, R

We read the Megilla in Walled Cities and
We read the n5)» in walled cities
DA MR IR MM DR D77 DR D30

We also begin repairing the roads and streets as well as checking
the mikvaos to make sure that they are all in order for the Jews who
will be going up to Jerusalem for Pesach and the other Festivals. i A Aptu by

)

The Gemorrah then asked
TR AR AP
Why does the collection of the Spwn rxmn have to start davka on
this date ?

. 7T WA D WO AN DI NN jORw DR SRIW IR2W 17D
O3 TINa

We want the korbanos to come from the funds given by Am
Yisrael for the year in which they're offered --not from last year’s

LN TYOPW DR SRIW IR 7T

funds! We start collecting in advance...
The 1st of Nissan is the cut-off date when the Trumas HaLishkha is P
replenished with the new Shkalim for the new year. So we start
collecting one month in advance, on the first of Adar. fo

DI WINN N 7OWST NN DI ...

...to replenish the funds in time for the new year

PRX’ 9“2 SRIDW 727 M0
learns out that the 7owHn mxan begins on Rosh Chodesh Nissan
from the Mishkan, which was erected on Rosh Chodesh Nissan.

1073 WTIN WNT W5 NN

The Mishkan was erected

VN VI WA WTIN ﬂb'l]) DNt
then

telling us that Rosh Chodesh Nissan as is the beginning date for the
new Korbanos

And it was further learned about the Mishkan “ L
1IN NI D212 DWHR DY D12
--That immediately on that very day that the Mishkan was erected, NITD I DWATPWR’ANAVIT S PR’ QA 5‘\:];31: 99
the new shekalim were appropriated for the Korbanos, setting a .
precedent forever that Rosh Chodesh Nissan is the day of m»1n :
mwdHn Just as in wnnN nwIO .
R)719 17 DWA PWNR’ 3720 17 learn this from the phrase mwn wn> It's the start of “the year’s months” e
that appears in 2 different posukim: In Parshas HaChodesh, it says . =
N wIn> 035 RI7 ORI . i
and in another posuk, about the Olas Rosh Chodesh it says: So too for the mip .
°
‘
.

Setting a precedent
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Rav Huna then brought a pasuk in Divrei HaY amim describing the i
fact that the oX*23 would announce to the people to bring their

7wn nRwn, the Machtzis HaShekel, as Moshe Rabenu commanded
in the Midbar.

Since the o821 found it necessary to announce this Mitzva, Beis
Din instituted this announcement as a yearly practice.

NnYn NRYnN

The Gemorrah said that if there is a leap year and there are 2
months of Adar, we announce the collection of the Machtzis
HaShekel in the Second Adar, as it is closer to Rosh Chodesh
Nissan. In a leap year:
If we would announce this on the first of Adar Rishon,there would
be 60 days until Rosh Chodesh Nissan and people would not heed
the call.

B, @,

faie At
Yo

kziiaReh]
Then asked: Perhaps we should say that those who live far from n’P?ﬂ =l
Eretz Yisroel should begin announcements about sending Shkalim - s >

. . . . . . )Se whno /e rar away 2arlier
months earlier, so that it should arrive on time in Eretz Yisroel for lose who flve far away @ cariet

Rosh Chodesh Nissan?

We actually do set 3 different times during the year for the collec-
tion of the funds, on each of the Yomim Tovim. =551 1IN DN D'pID b
Isn't this then to accomodate those who are sending their Machtzis
HaShekel from afar ? — .
The Gemorrah answered that everyone must get their Machtzis “ %
HaShekel to the Beis HaMikdash by Rosh Chodesh Nissan; It's

only the ceremony of mow5n n1n that happens 3 times a year, on
the 3 Yomim Tovim, when all the Yidden come for Aliya LaRegel.
It's done that way is just to show them that they all have a chelek in '
all of the Korbanos that are brought throughout the year e

To show that the ni27p come from everyone

So it arrives in 587w yIX on time

Isn’t this for those who live far away? 72>
- -

Only the ceremony happens 3 times

—
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The Gemara then went on to teach some important Musar lessons
connected with the Mechetses HaShekel:

17 DW1 19 1277 20 taught: How can we read the following contrasting
psukim and not be afraid of the tremendous power of the Y etzer Hara:
By the donations of the Mishkan the pasuk says

25 2735, only those with generous natures donated. Whereas for the v
27, the pasuk says oy 5317790, everyone came running.

By Matan Torah, the pasuk says opi1 nx 7w X3

Bnai Yisroel needed to be led out to Har Sinaj,

Whereas to ask for spies to spy out the land, the pasuk says

012 HR PATP To ask for spies
everyone came running to Moshe Rabenu

By Krias Yam Suf, Bnai Yisrael answered Moshe Rabenu’s lead in the
Shira as the pasuk says

N PV IR

Whereas in speaking bad about Eretz Yisroel, everyone had what to say Speaking bad about >x7w» pIx
without being coaxed by anyone as the pasuk says 091 nR 77153 RO

How can we not be afraid?

For the amin S

Rabbi Yossi Bar Chanina taught that in fact Bnai Yisrael realized
their mistakes and in the end brought the gold and donations to the
Mishkan as a repentance for any misdeeds that they did in the xon
ovn

. NI 92 DY 9

The Gemara then returned to the halachos of the Mechetzes
HaShekel:

PM3 72 5RIDY 117 0W1 N 27

taught that the word n19n is mentioned 3 times in posukim to refer
to 3 different types of donations:

PPWHT NIM DOPW NNIN,DITR NN

--donations for the silver sockets that held up the mishkan,
donations for the silver coins to buy the korbanos, and donations

for the Mishkan.
N
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SROMI 12 Y 127

taught that:

IV TOONMN PIN-- POURIL NIAMI PR IV TTRI DRI DN

--All the mitzvos mentioned in our Mishna that were performed in
Adar, in a leap year, are performed only in the second Adar, --with
the exception of n3ym 7001 which are also observed in the first
Adar.
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